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Abstract :

The field of language policy and planning, understood as deliberate intervention to change
language, its use, or features, has the paradoxical character of being marginal in academic
domains and yet centrally important in the cultural, juridical, administrative and education
life of many societies. This presentation will distil my work in language policy commissions,
theorizations, and real-world practical language problem-solving assignments in multiple
international locations. The model of ‘deliberate language change’ that will be discussed
reconciles and accommodates distinctive roles of formal linguistics (explicit language
knowledge) and political action (deliberative or executive power). This effort at reconciliation
will be encompass my analytical model of the characteristic forms of authority that underlie
deliberative language change, which can be summarised here as three spheres of authority,
which are shaped by four modes of participation and knowledge, and the six characteristic
goals that language policy formulations seek to achieve.

A 1.4-million-word corpus study of language policy texts has validated the elements of this
model (Fitzsimmons-Doolan, 2019), however, its core method of ‘facilitated dialogue’
continues to receive practical affirmation in policy assignments in diverse parts of the world,
as indicated in two publications currently in press. Based on large corpus and observational
data (Helal and Lo Bianco, in press; Wijesekera and Lo Bianco, under preparation) address
language problems in Tunisia and Sri Lanka respectively.
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